Moumita Mukherjee

fter o Dellw court on
Saturday summaoned a doc-
tor for violanng the Dell

Medical Counail (DMC) norms by
allegedly treating homosexuality as
a ‘genetic mentad chisorder’ and using
'Shock Therapy' to treat members of
the LOGBTQ community whn came

10 him, the Supreme Coun decrimi-
nahising Section 377 to recognise
sexual and consututional nghts of
the [ GBTQ community members
was called into question

The cident ook no ime 1o catch
fire and recened ageressive cnu-
cism. Cosmetologist Dr Anshuman
Manaswi spoke to AV and regrented,
“Irying to change sexual ortenta-

b

Trying to change sexual orien-
‘L{ ‘x{ \) tation is apparently illegal. As
of today, there is no evidence

that trying to change sexual oriemtution
does any henefit in any way. Those who
belong to the LGBTQ community can
only get confused and suffocated by
these attempts. But more than thar,
Jrom the medical point of view, it has

llw propensity to harm those vul-

However, I am against

and major conversion

Cosmetologist
Dr. Anshaman Manaswi
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It's a social stigma!
e should respect the
Jeelings — social envi-

ronment, psychiatric coun-
selling, and to some extent
hormonal therapy is helpful.

eleciroconvulsive therapy
modalities and more-
over, it's not evi-

dence-based. ™

Dr. Sudhir Patil
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Maha Doctors
voice in favour of

tion 1s apparently tllegal As of
today, thete 5 no evidence that try-
g to change sexual orientation
does any benefit 1o ans way Those
who belong to the L.GBTQ commu-
mty can only get confused and suf-
fovated by these attempts. But more
than that. from the medical posnt of

...continued on page no 2
Natare has giver all of us a
sexual attraction towards

i i appasite sex becawse that's

what leads (o procreation (reproduc-
tian). Now. homaosexsality is "non-
reproductive’” and hence it iv “socially
snacceptable. However, being socially
unacceprable doesn't necessarily mean
‘abnarmal’ or ‘a disorder’ or ‘a disease’.
If reproduction is not 1aken into
account, then consensual sexual prefer-
ence iv ones right and vhoice,”

Endocrinologist
and Diabetalogist
Dr. Deepak Chaturvedi
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VIEWS & VISION OF CIT
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It's shocking!

Unbelievable that
in today's science-
oriented world, someone
was doing this and that
too, a doctor! 1'm sure it's
only for profit — benefir-
ing from others' suffer-
ing, seems to be the name
of the game.”

&6

Homeapathy
praclitioner
Dr. Mukesh Batn,
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view, it has the propensity fo harm those vulnerable
people.”

“The mental blogk in our society that forces the par-
ents, friends, and refatives of such people to the quacks
and unecthical doctors, is torturous to these pepple.
Moreover, sueh therapies don't work o Bit, We must Tal
these people live with Sexual Independence. Even in the
historic times, in mythology, "Kinners (transgender)”
cxisted and were aceepted!” Dr, Manaswi added,

"Conversion therupy” is un attempt to change a per-
son's sexual oricatation using psychological or spiritual
interventions and it is not recognised cither by medical
science or by the legistature. When a complaint was
received by Girish Tyapi, Registrar and Secretary of
DMC, the court passed the order. The complaint read that
the agcused doctor, PK Gupta, was ‘debarred by the DMC
in 2016 from practising in Delhi and despite that, he con-
tinued to practice and was using horingnal and shock
therapy to provide treatment. As per the court, Gupta was
running a super speciality clinie af Kurol Bagh in Deihi
and was churging Rs 4,500 for 15 minutes counselling,
after which he decides to go for hormonal therapy or psy-
chological therapy,

Shammo Das, a 24-yeur-old homosexual who works as
a Teacher and Theatre warker exclaimed, “It i$ not about
whether homosexuality 1s legal or not but about mentul-
ity. We have foughi long for decriminalising homosexu-
ality and we won! Now our fight & more difficult as we
have to make this society understand that this is nof a
crime, Otherwise, these kinds of incidents won't stop, It's
really shameful and disheartening that these kinds of inci-
dentsare taking placeeyenin20181”

The DMC 6ok the decision after receiving a letter
fromi Anjuli Gopalan, the Exccutive Dircetor of "Nz
Foundation in 2015, The lener informdd them aboul 4
news report where some doctors upheld conversion ther-
apy and claimed to convert homosexuals (o helerosoxu-
als, As reported, the letter also referred to another nows
article which said that 'the dubious procedure included
talk therapy which could lead to depression, anxiety, sci-
zures and suieidal tendenciey’,

Endocrinalogist and Diabetologist Dr. Deepake
Chaturveds explained abour Sexuality being an in-
depth subject which cannor be described in few lines.
He snid that the subject needs thorough discussion and
understanding. He further simplified how Nature has
given the instinct of Sex for two main purpose
Procreation and Pleasure und the homosexuality does




SHAMEFUL!

“Let people live with
Sexual Independence”

PAGE 2

not flfil the “procreation tre-
production)” purpose of Sex,
“Natuse has given all of us u
sexusl attracnion towards oppo
stte sex because that's what leads
o procresion  (reproduction).
Nuw. homusexuality is “nun
repraductve” and hence it 5
“socially unacceptable”,
However, being socially unac-
ceptable doesn’t necessanly
maean ubnammal’ or ‘s disorder’ or
‘o disease’. It reproduction 1s nat
taken o account. then cansen-
sual sexual preference is ones
nghi and choree.” Dr Chaturvedi
interpreted

He lunher said. “Deseribing
Huemoseavality as (genetic) men-
tul disonder ts completely insune,
I selfsexual grauficaton tmas-
turbation) is not an abpomal dis-
order. then having consensual
sexual granfication with the same
sex also s not abnormal
Laheihng homaosexuality as a
disease disarder and affering us
treatmient should be considered
equivalent to quackery and
traud. ™

The count observed that the
accused was pnmu facie fuund to
b llegally pracucing amd contra-
wmng 4 provision of the indian
Medical Counail Act which war-
vinls o masnnum of unc-year jnl
tern It noted that “a person found

practising  without registration.
even gualitied, shalt be hable for
uctign spesified by the coumal’

Alongside. the jucicnary also
Iooked bk en the Supreme
Court judgemen: on homosexu
aliry that 'egimimised consensual
sexual aets between two adults
of the same sex i private. The
ipex court thon also wislied tora
society that wall discourspe any
form of diserymrurion and lead
the matton tewards u resplendent
future K also marked that any
violation of fundamental rights
would be nterrupted by the
courts.

Dr Sudbur Patil. Core Hospital,
Nagpur asserted, “It's a social
stigma! We should respect the
feelings social enviromment,
psychiatrie counselling, and (o
some extent honmonal therapy 18
helprul However, | am against
cleetrocomvulsive  therapy and
major conversion modalitics and
mureover. it's not evidence
bused.™

Renowned Homeopathy prac-
utioner Di. Mokesh Batia
called the incident shameful’
and said, “N's shocking:
Unbehicvable that in 1oday's
seience-oriented world, some-
ane was dning this and that 100
a doctor! P'm sure wt's anly for
profit — benefiung from athers’
suflfening, seems to be the name
ol'the game.”
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